Pre-Historic Nidderdale

Iron Age Nidderdale Community Archaeology group would like to thank the ownérseof Close
Farm,Brian and Sue Barninghdwor allowing the group access to their land to examine and excavate
possible prehistoric features.

Map of Dacre Parish showing location of Oxen Close Farm
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Maps in this HLF report have been produced digitally using programs from Anquet Technology Ltd
with data from Ordnance Survey (Crown Copyright) and -Kkga (Nidderdale) Community
Archaeology Group

Land use

The land of Oxen Close Farm is almost entirely given over to pasture, stock grazing
and cut for silage. The stock are both Belted Galloway cattle and sheep. There is a
certificated Caravan site on one field for five caravans. The areas directly above
Darley Beck are quite damp and are a mixture of older deciduous woodland and very
recently planted deciduous saplings. Some of this area is used for raising game
birds.

Known archaeological and historical features

Oxen Close farm is a Grade Il listed building

House. Midlate C17, roof raised early C18. Coursed squared gritstone,
grey slate roof. 2 storeys, 3 bays. Quoinpa#iel door between left



hand bays in chamfered stone surround with stepped chamfer, defaced
inscription to lintel and single slab hdon stone brackets. Recessed
chamfered mullion windows to ground floor of 3, 4 and 3 lights;filaéd
mullion windows to first floor of 3, 3 and 2 lights. Shaped kneeler and

gable coping left. Ridge stack at left gable (brick), above door and

between hys 2 and 3 (banded). Former outbuilding and smithy converted to
house, attached to right, not of special interest.

Listing NGR: SE1859459416

Survey Results

Oxen Close Farm Map with Field Numbers
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with data from Ordnance Survey (Crown Copyright) and -&ga (Nidderdale) Community

Archaeology Group

Key the field numbers are black type on yellow dot.

Each of the fields on the farm were surveyed by walk over surveys, observing and

recording any feature of interest.

The only fields thought to have any pre-historic features were fields 62 a and c. The
features that were investigated by excavation were in field 62a where there were a

series of interlocking wall remains, made up of large irregular stones. The walls

seemed to be enclosing small fields or enclosures. There was also a possible hut

circle.

The map below shows the site of what was provisionally labelled a prehistoric field

wall in 62a
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Maps in his HLF report have been produced digitally using programs from Anquet Technology Ltd
with data from Ordnance Survey (Crown Copyright) and -Kkga (Nidderdale) Community
Archaeology Group
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View above of Fields 62 top end, 62a and 62c from Google Earth showing sites of
possible pre-historic wall remains and hut circles and the boulder which looks like a
large laced stone on smaller ones.

Three views below of sections of the wall with the bracken cleared away.






