Mineral Farm
Site Details and Location Map
Iron Age Nidderdale Community Archaeology group would like to thank the owners of Mineral Farm,
Ken and Alan Alsop for allowing the group access to their land to examine possible pre-historic
features.
Mineral Farm, number 2 on the Dacre Parish Farm location map, is located due West of Clocken Syke
Farm and North-North-West of Oxen Close Farm. The farm buildings are situated at 245m AOD with
only slightly higher ground to the west. Fields 113 and 114 are woodland that forms a shelter belt to the
west, north and east of the farm, field 131 forms another woodland shelter belt to improved fields to the
east/south-east. There is another shelter along the line of the wall between fields 119 and 118. Field
129 is a former quarry that is now woodland.
The improved pasture consists of fields which have been subjected to drainage, field clearance of
stones and in some cases ploughing/re-seeding. While the field clearance may have begun in
prehistoric times, much has been carried out since the enclosure award of the nineteenth century, and
continued to the present day. The natural water systems were dramatically affected by medieval water
management, especially those fields that are close to Clocken Syke Farm. Drainage systems due to the
eighteenth and nineteenth century mines further affected the fields. More recently, agricultural
drainage carried out after World War II altered the fields as well.
The unimproved pasture consists of fields which are often large areas of waterlogged, undulating,
boulder-strewn ground with a few scattered and isolated trees. This may be similar in appearance to
the pre-nineteenth century common grazing grounds known as Dacre Pasture which existed in this
area.
The land to the west is a large flat ridge that forms the area of land between the farm and the hamlet of
Heyshaw. The land to the east/south-east of the farm slope gently towards Clocken Syke and Oxen
Close Farms. The land to the south-west slopes gently down to Padside Beck, which becomes Darley
Beck before joining the River Nidd.

Maps in this HLF report have been produced digitally using programs from Anquet Technology Ltd with data
from Ordnance Survey (Crown Copyright) and Iron-Age (Nidderdale) Community Archaeology Group
Field Numbering Plan of Mineral Farm

It should be noted that some field boundaries do not exist anymore or only exist in part or as
foundations/banks only. Fields103/104/105 are one very large field now with no boundaries at all, the
walls to the small field 136 have been removed as have the walls to field 108

Previous Research
There have been two previous studies that involved Mineral Farm which have led our project team to
believe the area had distinct opportunities to gather evidence of prehistory.
1. Dacre Pasture Project 2004 (Bib. 1)
This study identified the following possible prehistoric features:
Bronze Age
Settlement remains, rock art, burial site
Iron Age
Settlement remains, field systems, iron smelting: extraction and bloomery processes.
2. Iron-Age (Nidderdale) Community Archaeology Project (Bib. 2 - 5)
3.
This study identified the following prehistoric features:
Neolithic/Bronze Age
Cairn or long barrow
Iron Age
Hut circles, field systems and metal working sites
This previous research gave those involved in the Prehistoric Nidderdale project much encouragement
as they surveyed the fields at Mineral Farm

Field Findings
On Mineral Farm the owners, Ken and Alan Alsop, have kindly allowed the group to do field walking
surveys of all their land and to record the features noted by GPS readings and photography. Any further
work, such as excavation and geophysical surveys, would be subject to negotiation based on this report
Fields 94-98, 106,107,109, 111,112,117, 119-130, 132-134
All these fields have been improved and now are used as pasture land or for growing grass for silage or
hay. All these field have been surveyed by field walking but in all cases no features of prehistoric age
have been noted.
The walls and fields do contain some features worthy of further work, but this will be done by the group
in other future projects. Two examples are shown here –

Field 110 incorporating 108
In this field there is an area of large boulders that may form a burial cairn or long barrow. There are also
several wet hollows that might indicate that some quarrying has taken place in this field.
The following photograph shows this feature, looking north-west –

And the following photograph show an example of a wet hollow –

Field 116
During the Iron-Age (Nidderdale) Community Archaeology Project (Bib. 2 - 5), which took place
between 2008-2012 a survey took place of this field and several features were noted but a bloomery
furnace site, with associated slag, and a nearby circular feature were noted as possible pre-historic
origin. The slag recovered from this feature was very similar to that found on Clocken Syke Farm and
dated to between 100 to 300 BCE.
This field was re-surveyed during this project and several features were recorded including the
bloomery furnace site and the circular features. The latter two were the only ones of possible prehistoric
age.
The photographs show these two features –
In the first photograph the bloomery site was against the rock in the foreground and the circular feature
is indicated by the ranging pole in the background.

In the second photograph the circular feature is indicated by a vertical ranging pole towards the righthand side of the photo and a horizontal ranging pole further to its left. The bloomery site has another
vertical ranging pole and a member of the group in a red anorak taking a very close look at the feature.

Field 118
This field has several features of probable pre-historic date. They are the best-preserved hut circle
within the parish of Dacre. An associated field system immediately behind the hut circle occupying a flat
area between the hut circle and the Farm and an oval or teardrop shape field on the slope to the southeast of the hut circle.
The Google Earth image clearly shows these features –

©2018 Infoterra & Blue Sky ©Google

Where No. 1 is the hut circle; No. 2 is the oval shaped field and 3 is the field system between the hut
circle and the Farm, with just one out building of the farm showing to the top left-hand corner of the
image. The tree shelter belt on the boundary between this field and field 119, mentioned earlier in this
report, is clearly visible
The lower part of this field contains several shafts and adits associated with coal mining during the late
18th century/early 19th century and the ground is much disturbed and is covered with a blanket of
bracken. However, when the bracken has died down and no new growth has started it is possible to
determine more field systems that may be of the same age as those mentioned above.
The exact dating of these features could possibly be dated from a planned small-scale excavation of
the hot circle and its immediate environment.
The two photographs below are of the Hut Circle, the first is looking south-east and the second looking
north-west

And the photograph below shows the top end of the oval field looking towards the north. The hut circle
is just behind the group member dressed in dark green clothing

The two photographs below show parts of the field system in the lower part of this field. This field
system needs to be photographed using a drone to get the best impression of this field system.

Field 135
This field is in an area as known as Hewithwaite Brow is a large field and includes the area marked as
field 136 but the walls of the latter field have been removed.
It is an interesting field that has several features several of which could be of pre-historic origin.
The Google Earth image that is below shows the following features –
-

The bottom right-hand corner of the field has a field system that is very similar in
construction and layout to those found in field 118 and may be form the same era. The field
system appears in this image to go into the field below in two places, which is field 138 (but,
is field 137/138 as the wall separating the two fields is left only as the foundations of the
wall), see the notes on that field,

-

Just below the wooded field (Field 129) and the adjacent field (Field 128) there is a smaller
field system that may have extended into fields 128/129 in the past but there is no evidence
of this now on the ground. The almost circular feature that forms part of this field system is
too wide in diameter to be a hut circle but may have been a small enclosure.

-

There is a distinct track way that goes from just below the field system mentioned above to
the top left-hand corner of the field. The age of this trackway cannot be determined at this
stage but a piece of ‘rock art’ was found on the edge of this trackway. A photograph of this
rock art is shown immediately below the Google Earth Image

-

No hut circles were found in this field but some possible sites for a covered shelter were
located.
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Rock Art Photograph

Fields 137/138
These two fields are shown on the Google earth image above just below Field 135. The field system at
the bottom left-hand corner of the field appears to go into these fields at two locations. The first near the
right-hand centre is visible in the image as line that peters out quickly, but nothing is visible now on the
ground. The second to the left comes in to the field where a much later wall has been constructed. This
wall is now only seen as the foundations of the newer wall. A small excavation could determine if there
is an older wall foundation beneath.

The wooded area below these fields has several small fields and runs alongside Padside Beck but is
not part of Mineral Farm.

